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THE SCIENCE OF ExpraiMING Tomorrow WHY THE PREDICTIONS
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“Snap out of it, Hornblatt. You knew economics
was a dismal science when you took this job!"




Ben Steln, the Face of
Economics

# Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
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Learning Economics with
Movie/TV Clips

# Makes learning easier & more efficient
#* |llustrates key concepts In an interesting way

#* Introduce concepts at the beginning of a
lecture

#* Assigned as homework to embed learnin
#1 Love Lucy
# The Hudsucker Proxy
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Movie Scenes for Economics
Go to the Catalog!

Dear Economics Educators,

Short film scenes are used as a vehicle to introduce elementary economic concepts. The
pedagogical advantages of this approach are increased student engagement; an enhanced
ability to critically analyze core content, and the method provides an alternative to the
lecture-discussion format. In addition, the approach complements the traditional development
of economic theory without sacriﬁfgcing a significant amount of class time.

On this website, you will find a large catalog of movie clips that can be used to supplement
key topics in economics. The authors of this website have used movie clips extensively in
their classes with positive results. It is our hope that you may find something on this site to be
of use in one of your classes. WWe welcome any additions to the database as well as any
comments or suggestions to help us improve our site.

If you have any comments or suggestions, please contact us, this project is an
ongoing endeavor.

Best,

G. Dul: Mateer and Herman T
The Pennsvhrama State University
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P Cetting Started £ Latest Headlines
. e Length of | Location on
Poster Filin Description the Scee DVD
Eueben (Een Stiller) 15 fluffing throw pillows and placing them on his bed like he does
U Adong Came everyday when Polly (Tennifer Aniston) asks why he spends so much time placing and 5 5 inutes |Chanter 13
= | Padly (2004 replacing the pillows. Eueben has never really thought about the oppottunity costs mwolved | 3
in keeping the bed locking mce. - Efficiency, Ontinal Behaviar
Anchorman: The [Will Farrell 15 an anchor in the male-dominated broadeasting business of the 19705, Things Chapter 5 (fro
Legend of Ron  |change when Christina Applegate 15 hired as the station’s first female anchor, - Casises of 3.0 mimnutes 13 4% to 1713
Buroundy (2004) \discrimination, occupational crowding, marginal revenue producy ' '
Imagmne if vou were cryogenically frozen m the 196075 and revived 30 years later.
\Asesiin Powers: [Advances in techneology, culture, and higher prices would all come as a shock. After
Iniernational viewing this scene you can encourage students to think about demand-pull and cost-push 5 inutes  |Chapter 6

NMan of Mystery

{4927}

inflation. In the mtervening time period demand-pull inflation eccurred (as a result of an
mcrease i population) and cost-push mflation (resulting from the 19707z o embargos) also
caused prices to nise. - faflation, Reol and Nominal Prices




Seinfeld Economics

# Jerry’s New Jacket

Use this scene to motivate a better
understanding of elasticity!
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Seinfeld Where 100 much television is good for your brain.
Seinfeld ran for nine seasons on NBC and became famous as a “show about nothing.” Basically, the show allows viewers to follow 1
the antics of Jerry, George, Elaine, and Kramer as they maove through their daily lives, often encountering interesting people or
dealing with special circumstances. It is the simplicity of Seinfeld that makes it so appropriate for use in economics courses. Using
these clips (as well as clips from other television shows ar movies) makes economic concepts come alive, making them mare real
for students. Ultimately, students will start seeing economics everywhere — in other TV shows, in popular music, and most
importantly, in their own lives.
We hope that you find these clips valuable and would appreciate your feedback.
The Alternate Side
'
Jerry's car is stolen, so he rents a car. The rental company doesn't give him the car he reserved; he gets a small econamy
car. They ask if he wants insurance, and he replies, "Yes, because I'm going to beat the hell out of this car”
| The Andrea Doria
bl Jerry helps Newman deliver eight bags of mail he has stored in Jerry's storage unit to help Newman get a promotion that v
& Internet 0% -

1y Start & fall 2010 & Eest of Linda Chapter 24 GDM 7) 2010 &P Conf Agend. @ Microsoft PowerPaint ., {2 The Ecoriomics of Sei



TV for Economics  http://www.tvforecon.blogspot.com/

We are a group of economics instructors who actively try to demonstrate the relevance of
economic concepts to our students’ daily Hves. One of the ways that we do this is to use
contemporary media in our classrooms. Pursuant to that goal, we have compiled a fist of clips
from TV shows that we use to emphasize applications of the economic concepts that we teach.
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Diminishing  Marginal ‘i’:‘Iﬂﬁ"T?! ﬂ
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(Contributed by Frank Benavides.)
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The Economics of The Office

# Michael Scott Paper Company.

Princess Unicorn Dolls. Part 2.

#* Schrute Bucks. Part 2.

# Replaced.
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From ABBA to Zeppelin, Led: using music to teach economics

> ABOUT US ! Youngstown - Bruce Springsteen > SEARCH
JEL: A

This weblog offers a variety of | |
song lyrics that instructors of

economics may find useful in
teaching economics, Each post
includes a selection frarm the Fram the Monongaleh valley 2 IEL CODES
song's lyrics and a brief To the Mesahi iron range -
assignment for students, To the coal mines of &ppalacchia
The story's always the same AR T DB F G
2 RECENT EMTRIES Seven-hundred tons of metal a day H I 1K L MMNO
Mow sir you tell me the world's changed F O R 5 T U W
Youngstown Once I made you rich enough WooW oY 2 {Whatis
Capitalism Rich enough to forget my name this ?)
5150
Allentown J¢ Full Lyrics « Click to Listen 2 MUSICAL GEMRES

Between Angels and Insects
If I Had a Million Dallars

Cash Machine Alternative Rock
Why Don't You Get a Job? Assignment: ﬁ::'dnzzck
Satisfaction Hip-Hop

20 Dollars Thinking like an economist uswally invalves invaking phrases like Mod Rock
Like & Ralling Stone 'an the other hand.' This excerpt from Bruce Springsteen's song nHErn ROC
Some Days You Gotta Dance "Youngstown' suggests that he is owed something for making the Fop

eBay plant owners rich. According to economists Paul Gamme and Peter Rap

The Taxman Rupert, labor's share of value-added in the nonfinancial corporate Rock

Fly Like An Eagle sector is around 74%, Are these perspectives at odds with one

S:are The Land ancther? Please explain, 3 KEVWORDS
The Tresc |3
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From ABBA to Zeppelin, Led:

& =l »* Animations openin a
separate window and
they will play
automatically in your
T e browser If you have
N Flash installed

(By accessing these files you agres 1o display them for educational purposes only
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% Music and Economics: your choice!

» # Flash Music for Economics:
www.musicforecon.com

Open each class with an animated song

1 & Choices:

— Diamonds from Sierra Leone — Kanye
f. Jay Z (cool hip hop) offline link

B — Satisfaction — Rolling Stones (Mick Jag
- economist?) offline link

& , C —eBay — Weird Al (funny parody) offline

D — Good Riddance (Time of Your Life) —
Day (modern punk) offline link

15


http://www.musicforecon.com/
http://www.musicforecon.com/ClassSongs/ClassSongs/kanye.swf
http://www.musicforecon.com/ClassSongs/ClassSongs/kanye.swf
http://www.musicforecon.com/ClassSongs/ClassSongs/I cant get no satisfaction.swf
http://www.musicforecon.com/ClassSongs/ClassSongs/Ebay.swf
http://www.musicforecon.com/ClassSongs/ClassSongs/time_of_your_life.swf
http://www.musicforecon.com/ClassSongs/ClassSongs/time_of_your_life.swf
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€ - - & . www.youtube.com/dmateer [»] ® [G- 4R -

Y m English 7 &9 dmateer | B4 (0) |&ccount w | QuickList | Help | Sign Out
uu Wideos | Channels | Community | Hplosd

Teaching Economics with m Videos (39)
You Tube Wideos | Most Viewed | Most Discussed

dmateer

Joined: January 18, 2007
Last Sign In: 6 days ago
Videos Watched: 325
Subzcribers: 128
Channel Wiews: 5,340

Introductory Economics Market Experiment Diminishing Marginal
This channel showcases two teaching methods: Lecture on Incentives Used to Introduce Litility Demonstration
1 wear ago 1 year ago 1 wear ago

(11 A series of short in-class videos that utilize
interactive learning approaches in the principles of see all
BCONOMICS COUrSE.

(2% Links to econamic content provided by other Yau Pt |
Tube users. The content includes shart filmm clips,
music, comedy acts, news programs, and mare.

Suggestions are mostwelcame!

Mame: Dirk Mateer Y -
Ager 44 IE Econ 10 percent econ Duck Tales Inflation
Seniar Lecturer and Directar of Undergraduate Lesson

Studies in Econamics at Penn State University Added: 2 months ago Added: 2 months ago Added: 1 year ago

. - “iewws: 97 Wiewws: 102 “iewes: 195 561
City: State College, PA 02:55 04:26 .

Hometowen: Sumimit, N.J

L4

Schoolz: Florida State University, PhD in...
Wighzite: httpawww.econpsu.edu’~dmateer

Done

) Teaching Large Lectu, .. i@ Micrasoft PawerPaint ... AW E 20 gL as7am



http://www.youtube.com/dmateer

a@ . Disruptive
i# Technology In the Classroom
ﬁ
ﬁ‘ #* \With your smart phone google “live question tool” and
% .: choose “APEconConference” from the list. Post a
@ . question, reply to others, and vote for your favorite!
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ﬂ Starting Point: Teaching and Learnin... |

Starting Point: Teaching
and Learning Economics

Welcome

Teaching Methods

The what, why and how of teaching methods that wil
engage and motivate your students,

Modules Currently Available:

Classroom Experiments
Context-Rich Problems

Teaching with Cases
Teaching with Computer Sirmulations

Cooperative Learning

Classroom Response Systerns
Documented Problem Saolving

Interactive Lecture Demonstrations
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Teaching
Quantitative Writing

Teaching with Spreadsheets

Undergraduate Student Research
Using Media to Enhance Teaching and Learning

Currently in Development:

Interactive Lectures
Just-in-Time Teaching

Classroom-tested activities covering
important topics in economics, Coming soon,

Contribute an activity, join economics b
educators who are coming together to share

their expertise on effective teaching.

Coming soon.

About this project

Starting Point: Teaching and Learning
Economics is a Mational Science Foundation
funded project developed in collaboration
with the Science Education Resource Center
{SERC) at Carleton College. Learn more



http://serc.carleton.edu/econ/index.html
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